
 
 
 

Independent Columnists with the Nation Media Group 
C/o Kenya Human Rights Commission 
Gitanga Road, opposite Valley Arcade 

P O Box 41079 Nairobi 00100 GPO 
 

 
March 31, 2016 
 
His Highness the Aga Khan, 
P O Box 2049, 
1-3 Ave de la Paix 1202 Geneva 
 
Your Highness the Aga Khan 
 
Re: Concerns of independent columnists with the Nation Media Group 
 
Greetings from Nairobi. 
 
We are independent columnists in various print editions of the Nation Media Group. We write 
you in your capacity as the founder and principal shareholder of the same. 
 
Although, as independent columnists, we each have an individual relationship with the NMG, we 
have taken the unusual step of coming together to write this collective letter, because of our need 
to express a growing concern about what appears to be a process of circumscribing independent 
voices within the NMG, contrary to its stated editorial policy and damaging its brand as a 
credible mirror of society (a primary reason for each of us being columnists). 
  
Editorial independence is, however not only guaranteed by written policies, but rather given life 
by the daily operational practices of the professionals who safeguard it. The dismissal, early this 
year, of Dennis Galava as Managing Editor for Special Projects and Investigations, following the 
publication of a leader article critical of the presidency has damaged the NMG’s claim to be a 
champion of editorial independence and freedom of expression. We are aware of the different 
positions canvassed by parties to this matter, which is now in court. However, we feel the 
primary reason for Galava’s dismissal was the substance of the editorial he authored. The public, 
who consume the NMG publications, have similar views on this matter. 
 
We are aware too of the refusal in March 2016 to renew the contract of one of Africa’s foremost 
cartoonists, Godfrey Mwampembwa, “Gado,” who had earlier been asked to take sabbatical 
leave for political reasons. 
 
The departures of Galava and Gado were followed by the dismissal of Sunday Nation News 
Editor Mugumo Munene, Investigations Editor Andrew Teyie, and court reporter Paul Ogemba. 
We have since learnt that, after working for the NMG for 15 years, Munene was called in by the 
Editor-in-Chief and asked to sign a written consent to leave his employment on grounds of 



redundancy. He was allegedly told that the offer would be withdrawn if he did not sign the 
agreement on the spot. We do not purport to instruct the NMG’s management on how to run its 
business, but their decisions and actions have an impact on how its publications, to which we 
contribute, are perceived and received. 
 
As columnists who, individually, champion the freedom of expression, editorial independence as 
well as basic human rights behind labour law, we believe these events are significantly at 
variance with what we individually stand for, presenting us with the moral dilemma of continued 
association with a media house whose respect for these values is now in question. 
 
That said, we believe that something can be done to change the course the NMG has taken of 
late. The reason we have chosen to write to you is, firstly, to provide you with the chance to 
reflect on our concerns and, secondly, to demonstrate our good faith. Freedom of expression, 
independent journalism and fair employment practices must remain (and publicly be seen to 
remain) important considerations for the NMG. It is in your interests, and in those of the NMG, 
that these considerations are taken up seriously, with visible steps being taken to remedy the 
growing public cynicism about and decline of the NMG’s brand. Re-contracting Gado, and 
reaching amicable (and public) settlements with the dismissed journalists and editors, would be 
important first steps. 
 
In all this this, the judgment and leadership of the Editor-in-Chief, Tom Mshindi, and the 
editorial board, must be called into question. As a result of his handling of the dismissals above, 
Mshindi has lost the confidence of his editorial staff and engendered public suspicion about his 
political independence, and has become the focal personality in the lawsuits that followed these 
dismissals. His continued stay in his current position needs to be considered against the 
imperative of restoring broken trust.  
 
 
 
Sincerely 
 

 
Father Gabriel Dolan, Irish missionary priest in Kenya 34 years, columnist with the Saturday 
Nation; 
 

 
George Kegoro, Executive Director, Kenya Human Rights Commission (former Secretary, 
Commission of Inquiry into the Post-Election Violence and Commission of Inquiry into the 
Goldenberg Affair), columnist with the weekend editions of the Nation Newspaper; 
 



Maina Kiai, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly 
(former Chair, Kenya National Commission on Human Rights), columnist with the Saturday 
Nation; 
 
 
 

 
 
Kwamchetsi Makokha, Programme Advisor, Journalists for Justice and columnist with the 
Saturday Nation; 
 

 
Dr Godwin Murunga, Research Fellow, Institute of Development Studies, columnist with the 
Saturday Nation; 
 
 

 
 
Dr David Ndii, economist (author of Kenya’s economic recovery strategy), columnist with the 
Saturday Nation; 
 

 
 
L. Muthoni Wanyeki, Regional Director for East Africa, the Horn and the Great Lakes, Amnesty 
International, columnist with the East African since 2003. 
 
cc: Tom Mshindi, Editor-in-Chief, NMG 
 
 All Board members, NMG 


